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How did 

North Carolina get its shape?

• North Carolina/South Carolina boundary 
– King George II issued a decree in 1735 that:           

“The line shall begin at the sea, thirty miles from the west side of the 
mouth of the Cape Fear River.  From thence, it shall run on a northwest 
course to the thirty-fifth parallel of north latitude [35o North latitude], 
and from thence due west to the South Seas.”
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How did 

North Carolina get its shape?

• North Carolina/South Carolina boundary 
– 1735 - 1737 survey

• Ran a line 30 miles west and southwest from the Cape Fear River 
stopping 165 feet from the mouth of the Little River 

• Proceeded northwest “under extremely difficult conditions in a 
veritable wilderness” to a meadow in present day Scotland County 
where they set a lightwood stake some 12 miles short of 35o N 
latitude.

– Perhaps they made a mistake in computing their position or stopped 
short due to the difficulties of the 2-year long survey.  

– Whatever the reason, this stake defined the NC/SC boundary.
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How did 

North Carolina get its shape?

• North Carolina/South Carolina boundary 
– 1764 survey 

• Continued from the terminus of the 1737 survey due west along 
what they mistakenly thought was the 35th parallel toward the 
Catawba Indian Nation, but ended south of their target along 
Salisbury Road

• The surveyors computed their location and determined that they 
were several miles south of 35th parallel

• As a consequence of the 1737 terminus being 12 miles short of 
the 35th parallel, three subsequent surveys (1772, 1813, and 
1815) were run west to ‘swap’ land north of the 35th parallel for 
the land south of the 35th parallel that had been mistakenly 
granted to North Carolina.
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How did 

North Carolina get its shape?

• North Carolina/South Carolina boundary 
– 1772 survey 

• Proceeded from the terminus of the 1764 survey 

– North along Salisbury Road to the eastern corner of the Catawba Indian 
Nation

– Around the reservation’s northern border 

– North along the Catawba River

– West to a ridgeline separating two watersheds
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1772 Survey
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Concurrent Boundary Surveys – Tree 19-22

22 Mile Tree 19 Mile Tree
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James Parsons – 19 Mile Tree
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Joseph Warren – 44 Mile Tree
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Linking Historical and Current
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• North Carolina/South Carolina boundary 
– 1813 survey

• Resurveyed the portion of the 1772 survey along Salisbury Road

http://www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=23789
http://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WM96FG_NC_SC_Boundary_Marker
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How did 

North Carolina get its shape?
• North Carolina/South Carolina boundary 

– 1815 survey 

• Proceeded from the terminus of the 1772 survey 

– Along a ridgeline separating two watersheds 

– West-southwest to “Commissioners Rock”, 
which is a rock outcrop on the east bank of the 
Chattooga River that the NC & SC boundary 
commissioners had inscribed thinking that it 
was on the 35th parallel 

Although Commissioners Rock is 493 ft north of the 35th 
parallel, it defines a tri-state/quad-county corner: 

• North Carolina: Henderson and Transylvania counties 

• South Carolina: Oconee County

• Georgia: Rabun County
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The Boundaries

Sid Miller at Commissioner's 
Rock

Phil Cort at Ellicott's 
Rock
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The Boundaries

Ellicott's Rock?
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The Boundaries

Alex at the NC/SC stones
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The Boundaries

SC rock
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The Boundaries

NC  rock
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1905 SURVEY TO RE-ESTABLISH THE SC – NC BOUNDARY BETWEEN 

MARLBORO COUNTY, SC 

AND 

RICHMOND AND SCOTLAND COUNTIES, NC



NC-SC Boundary
1905 Survey
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LACKEY’S STILL
MARLBORO COUNTY, SC
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BIRD ISLAND

1 GRANITE

2 GRANITE

MILE 2



BOUNDARY MON BIRD ISLAND NC SC



SOUTHEASTERNMOST

1928 GRANITE MONUMENT

BOUNDARY MON 1 GRANITE NC SC

BOUNDARY MON 2 GRANITE NC SC

MARSH BETWEEN 

GOAT ISLAND AND MAINLAND

GOAT ISLAND



6 MILE STONE 26 MILE STONE

GRANITE MONUMENTS SET AT
TWO-MILE INTERVALS



Mile 6 Monument
Reset at Original 
Location



Mile 6 Monument



MONUMENT TO BE RESET ON 
SOUTH SIDE OF WACCAMAW RIVER
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THE LITTLE BOUNDARY HOUSE
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STONE REPLACING 

1735 LONGLEAF PINE

POSSIBLY THE PINE

FOUND DURING 1928

SURVEY

FROM 1735-37 

SURVEY PLAT



NORTHWEST ENDPOINT MONUMENT

SOUTH BANK OF THE LUMBER RIVER





Chapter 141. 
State Boundaries
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Impacted Properties
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How did 
North Carolina get its shape?

• NC-SC boundary project completed

– Plats recorded in all border counties

– GIS data available from NCGS (watson.ross@ncdps.gov)

– NC-SC boundary video

mailto:watson.ross@ncdps.gov
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South of the Border

#
1 3/4 PIPE



How did 

North Carolina get its shape?

• Our state’s unique shape is a combination of: 

– Royal charter

– Adverse field conditions

– Reasons that may forever be unknown

• Yet, its beauty comes from being defined by: 

– Atlantic Ocean 

– Appalachian Mountains

– Two elusive latitudes
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Questions?

Gary Thompson, PLS
NC Geodetic Survey
4105 Reedy Creek Road
Raleigh, NC 27607

Main office: 919-733-3836
Direct line:   919-948-7844

gary.thompson@ncdps.gov


