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Cates vows to continue battle for tougher

By REBECCA MOORE
News Herald Staff Writer

Burke County Commissioners’ defeat of a
roposal to toughen the state ridgelaw locally
vas ‘ridiculous” and an attempt may he
nade to re-introduce the proposal, Commis-
ion Chairman Jim Cates said Wednesday
ight.

*I thought it was ridiculous. I don’t think it
vas really thought out,” Cates said. "I think
"1l make an attempt — make some phone
-alls — to get it brought back up. I think the
squeaky wheel gets the grease.”
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‘I thought it was
going to slide
right through. It
just amazed me.’
—~Cates

. son  said.

Cates spoke to about 30 members of the
South Mountain Group of the N.C. Sierra Club
at Western Piedmont Community College.
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.C., Thursday afternoon, December 8, 1983

County planner Steve Erickson was also at

the meeting, which saw club members ex-
press their disappointment with the commis-
sioners’ 4-1 defeat of the proposal,
. “It is the position of the Sierra Club that we
are very disappointed — this was a reasona-
ble, logical ordinance to pass,” Brian Simp-
“We are disappointed and
concerned.”

Simpson, a club member, said the group
recommends the “county cornmissioners re-
evaluate their position." . )

The proposal to toughen the law, which was
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endorsed by the Burke County Planning
Board, would have made it illegal to construct
a building more than 40 feet high on ridge
which is more than 500 feet above the vailey
floor.

As it presently stands, the law applies only
to those peaks that are 3,000 feet or more in
elevation.

Under the state law, which was passed by
the N.C. General Assembly in July, only parts
of Jonas Ridge and the Pisgah National
Forest are protected. In addition, Hawksbill
Mountain at 4,030 feet, Table Rock Mountain
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urke ridge law

at 3,909 and Shortoff Monntain at 3,137 are
protected by the state law.

If the 3,000-Foot limit was eliminated other
mountains such as High Peak with an eleva-
tion of 2,184 feet, Mineral Springs Mountain
and other portions of the South Mountain
range would be protected.

“¥ou have between now and the 20th,”
Cates told the group, “We've done this a
couple of times and brought things back up.”

The next meeting of the commission is set

# Please turn Lo page 9A
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for Dec. 20 at 7 p.m. at the Human
" Resource Center,

“The only persoti who can bring it
back up is the person who was in the
majority. If it was possibic to muster
a little strength — if there is some way
to get a couple of people to change
their votes.”

Commiissioners voting against the
stricter law were Carrol Austin, Er-

© hest Morgan, Bob Williamson, and

George Clark. Their phone numbers
were written on a chalk board during
the meeting and Sierra Club members
were urged to call and *“tell them your
opinion of the action of the Commis-
sion.” '

Cates was the only commissioner

voling in favor of the proposal and he
received applause from the group for

his action.

“I thought it was going to slide right
through - it just amazed me,” Cates
said. “It’s kind of neat that they
(Burke County Planning Board)

effort on ridge law

spend hours and hours, two or three
months studying project and make a
recommendation and us commission-
ers, in our wisdom, can make a deci-
sion in five minutes.”

County commissioner voted against
the proposal because “government is
taking over too much of our private
lives,” Cates gaid.

T would like to collect enough
money and buy property next to a
commissioner and put a little pig
farm there and see what they have to
say about my rights as a property
owner,” one club member said, while

another added “make it five-stories,”

Sierra Club members said the law is
an attempt to control development of
the ridge tops in western North Caro-
lina that emerged from the construc-
tion of a 10-story condominiumn on the
top of Little Sugar Mountain in Avery
County. :

Terming the structure on Little
Sugar Mountain an “‘eyesore” Simp-
son said the club’s concerns go beyond
aesthetics to include protecting the
sensitive area of the environment,
ridges.

“The ridge law is the first step for
more comprehensive land planning
for ridge tops,"” Simpson said. ‘“We
need to look beyond that in the coming
years," '

In addition to county officials, Simp-
san, Morganton attorney Robert Gage
and John Middleton served on the
panel discussing the ridge law.
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