By STEPHEN HARRIS
News Herald Staff Writer

eriiaps Table Rock and Hawk-

shill mountains have greaier

; {fame, hut High Peak Moun-
tain, guardian over the eastern

~stretch of Interstate 40 {hrough Burke

: Cﬁr.mty is Morzanton's cimest moun-
tain landmark.

The mountain peak, elevation 2,184
fest, i5 on the edge of the South Moun-
tain range and is lecated due south of
Brexel.

Only two miles from the Morganton
city limits, the mountain has not car-
ved a place in loeal folklore as has
Table Reck, which is used in the city’s
insignia.

Perhaps High Pesk is 50 close to the
everyday hu:l’.h} and bustle of Burke
Countians that it has been taken for
granted. Its familiarity has led us to
idolize other peaks more distant and
less accessable.

Execept for a ranger tower and some
other tower facilities, the mountain is
largely untcuched since the time
Burke County was born except for
some logging through the vears.

One of the nation’s great highways
winds around its very base and gives
an fmpressive view to passershy.

A famiiiar friend

But the familiar mountain friend is
about o undergo change. Stakes are
being driven the mountain's
sides. Dreams are being concocted,
And people ¢ {o ascend the
mountain to carve aut their homes.

A developer who has been selling

land on High Peak Mountsin since last
vear al this time says 1984 is the yvear

" homes will begin popping up on the
maouniain.

“Tean see from 19w 20 in the first
year 198417 said developer Joe
Glasser. “and from there on out 1
weuld Iook at & tofal — with 400 acres
{available:. w the average site
from three to 15 weres — there will

- Moutains extending inte \Hrumia

probably be 200 sites that wo
sultable "
Glasser owns a total of 1,230
on the mountain, including the pid
area on top of the mountain wh
towers are located. However, Gl
only talks now about his first pha
development, which is 400 a¢
the northwest and west s]opes
mountain,
Already, six residences haveh
built on a side road at the w
base of the mountain. On the mia
road up the northwestern slope
one person has taken up residencg
Florida man iiving in an auto h
The trailer is only temporary agdhai
new resident plans to build a log ho
soon, Glasser said. _
However, a majority of the land in
Glasser’s first phase has been sold:
He has stopped active selling, he

Retired imm Florlda

A retired Florida devetoper o
Glasser and his wife, Shirley, nowlive ;. 1d say 83 percent of my purcha.?;
at the base of the mountain at:the - 8rsare North Carclinians and local,
entrance of the future developiment, he, said. “*All have hought on site.
Two former logging roads have baén «- Three or four bu_vgrs have come
improved and opened for a hopeful' from Florida, and in-staters have
future of trave -come from as far as Raleigh and
The Glmbutb live in 2 new tw0~ ___.(har‘lotte Glasser said.
story home. The ground floor includes.
the office of the Glassers’ }th Pea
Development Co. Glasser has bee
seliing land and Mrs. Glasser keep
the hooks. ,
Glasser described his vision of the, Many of the local buvers want a
mountain as cne of a developing, * second home or an only home in a
majer, residential community. “Hé. mountain setting still within easy
satd he could foresee many A-frawmie - corniting distance to Morganton.
and log houses being built on the " “Ithink we are g{ﬂ‘flg to have a reat
msuntain, pleasant community.” sser said.
“Thiz is not « little Hound Eai‘s “People love it It has a g soad view. I
said Glasser, reierring io a ré hope it will he a fittle bit Letter than
development near Boone. “This I8 sét - Minerat Springs Motntain hf,\,duse of
up for peopte who want a piee “its location (to Morganton,.
meuniain land for a getaway.” i Mineral Springs Mountain south of
A surprising number of the buyers. | VaidEbL also hosts a residentiai area,
attracted to Fm;h Peak -~ which has.a~ and Gasser said he forsees a s.mllar
commanding view of the Blue Ridge ™ future for High Peak Mount
~ Seine property is still available,
mostly on the back side of the moun-

Second homes

W

are local, the developer said.

The back side offers a view of the

‘South-Mountains, a view Glasser said

he personally prefers.
A.second entrance to the area is
located at the Luare! Springs devel-

.opment off Highway 12 South.

Glasser said sales have excoeded
lis expectations,

“I"re been in this business for
years; (flasser said, “and the Arcep-
tance of any piece of property iy
{tested by) the )ermle Hving in the
immediate area.”

50&-

sell approach

The-develeper said he has
soft-sell ‘approach. The mountain,
view of Morganton and bevond. an
its status as & local landmark allows
the acreage on the mountain (o soll
itself; Glasser said.

“It's heen-a word of
he said. "

Alsoof help is Glasser’s own financ-

i

wiptth thing,”

Ing plar which offers notential baver

an interest rate of nine pereent.
Glasser said he is chonsy wh

will sell to. The develsrer

insists all bivers s

they will hay, on

ages

(&)

tnniial o

S tllllh ;,(; il
rnercial

‘-)n.l-!.‘

'Hu’l{’ for
a fraet o)

for a park.

CMothing i i
ithe mmountain,”

The dev .'-'c:p.r N
inel d(hn; i
the z.r}‘mnl.?.m,

of land but stili for people wanting
oniy 1o build homes. No sales will be

made to other developers, he prom-
ised.

s I3 .4
sinte ridge law

lasser said he foresaw no trouble
¥ state ridge law, He said
s condamiriums or high-rise struc-
25, which the law prohibits, will be

v Flg o
m e ns

Gl
The ridge law, enacted by the state
dslature in.July, prohibits buildings
high or tailer on mountzintops.
ounty cominissioners are con-
2ring toughening the law locally, a
nange that would place High Peak
‘.fn intain under the taw’s dictates.
Liespile his large landholding on
High Peak, Glasser does not own all of
the mountain. A timber company’s
holding on the mountain are not ex-
pected to becomne availabie to potens
tal homeswners,
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Ridge Laws

/8/22/33
lcome

Commissioners in Burke and Caldwell counties who voted
‘for tough ridge laws are to be commended. o
>+ Some of the most difficult decisions elected officials face are

‘those regulating land use.

{* _However, the state ridge law is not stringen[: ex,wugh, to
‘protect, physically and aesthetically, North Carolina’s moun-

' The Burke and Caldwell ordinances do what the s_tat_e,;_agi.f

! >does not,

" \Whenever land-use regulations are discussed, some prop-

o erty nwners argue that people should be allowed to do whatever
“thev want with their land. However, some practices should he

- prohibited.

The effectsof unsightly construction on mountaintops _is.the .
-biggest question concerning ridge laws. People who v_151t the
' mountains for the mountains’ sake may go elsewhere if large
“structures such.as condominiums dorminate ridge lines instead

1of trees.

The state’s natural beauty is one of the biggest reasons North

.Carolina is such a-great place to visit and a wonderful place _tc;

‘live. That beauty must be profected.

Enacting additional regulations on citizens requires much
_thought and courage. Comunissioners in Burke and Caldwell
.demonstrated both in adopting effective ridge laws.

. Commissioners’ actions were surely in the best interest of

'all residents in the two counties.

The Averv County Board of
Commissioners .adopted its own
Mountain - Ridge. Protection Or-
dinance last week limiting buildings
to a maximum. of 40 feet in height.
However the Board reserved the

right @ make
necsssary.

“We went ahead and adopted our
own Ordinance” County Manager
Robert Wisemnan said.” because
January 1, 1984 the State would have

exceplions  if

impesed. The State Moundain Ridge:

Protection Act.”

“The Board of Commissioners feel
that we are better qualified to
govern  ourselves than  have
something from Raleigh forced on
us,”” Wiseman added.

The Board adopted a second or-
dinance prohibits buildings over 40°
or three stories {all in the vallevs

P v U A

exeept Whér_e the elevation is under

3.000 feet, : Lo
The buildings must have adeguale

water and. sewer in accordance
with state and federal statutes and .

he " in  compliance
sedimentation control

with  loeal
regulations

" and reguiremenis. Adequate con-

stderation must also be - shown
toward protecting the ‘matural
beauty "of the mountains as as
determined by the Board of Com-
missioners. ‘

The County Building Inspector
shall serve as enforcement Officer
for the Ridge Ordinance with the
Board of Commissioners aeting as
the Enforcement Agency,

T Related Stories, Page 17

By MARION LIEBERMAN, .

- Citizen Correspondent

MORGANTON ~— The Burke Ccﬁﬁiy Board of Com-

" missioners reversed an earlier decision Tuesday night

ang approved ona 3-2 vole a ridge.law more siringent

_ than the state regulations adopted Dec. 6,

The debate over-ridgetop construction in Burke

- County intensified-after the Déc. § meeting, at which the

hoard rejected the more stringent regatations. Tuesday’s
meeting drew a noisy, overflow crowd; ™
The surprising public outery against the board’s

earlier action ¢onvinced commissioners to reconsider

their original vote, said -commission . Chalrman Jim
Cates. Lo e '

Cates, the only commissioner to vote for the tougher
measure at the earlier meeiing, had told members of the
South Mountain chapler of the North Carolina Sierra

__Club that he planned to re-introduce the proposal,

. Commissioners Bob Williamson-and George Clark
asked for citizen input and requisted that a poll be taken
o gauge public sentiment: The Morganton News Herald
published a balloi-on the issue,-and-response was over-
whelmingly in favor of a tougher ridge law; Cates said.

The Iaw . adopted Thesday.gontains restrictions
based on the recommendation of the Burke County Plan-
ning Board. The local ordinance prevents the building of

any structure more than 40 feet high on any ridge more-

A -building "permit must:be oh- .

’rotection

than 500 feet ahove the adjacent valley floor, which:

~* would provide protection for higher etevations of &bith

Mountain as well as other peaks not covered in the state
statute’s elevation minimur of 3,600 feet. '
“Emotions ran high” Cates said. “It was a tremen-

“dous’ public push — not only the Sierra Club, but groups:
such as the AARP, fire departments, water depariments,

environmentalists, outdoorsmen clubs - all favoring a
tougher law.”"’ oL cow e
_ Cates allowed Louise Morgan, chairman of the
Burke County-Property Owners Group, to speak in oppo-
sition Tuesday. Alse speaking was Robert Gage, a Mor-
ganton altorney, who endersed a reversal of the earlier
decision. _
“Clark and Willlamson deserve credit for gathering
more facts and information, for listening {6 the public,

and not being ashamed to change their minds," Gage

said. “Cates didn't have to recpen the matter for debate.

e vrent the extra mile to be fair to hoth sides. It is very:
important that government officials decide issues based.

en facts and majorily public opinion.”

‘The Dec. 20 session was the lasl scheduled commis-
sioner's meeting before the fan. 1 deadiine, the date on
which the state ridge law takes effect. o

In another matter, Cates zaid the commissioners
had disqualified pelitions asking that the Lake James

Fire Department be annexed into the Longtown commiu-

nity.

better to let Avery County officials

Western Bureai .

tained before any tall building or

structure can be constructed,

altered reconstruet or exvanded.
‘A large number-of people attended
a hearing December 8th at 7:30 p.m:.
in the Avery County Courthouse to
discuss the Ridge Law Ordinances.
Leaders from Avery’s Fire and
Rescue Association voiced concern
over human safety in high rise
buildings. Alenzo Sluder, Jr., Head

the Fire Assn. told the crowd area

Fire Departments are not equipped.

to cope with fires in buildings over
three stories high.

Representative §.B. Lacey lold
the crowd he thought it was much

adopt their own ordinance for the
county instead of letting “state of-
ficials govern the county.

Rep. Lacey spoke of the positive
side concerning Sugar Top High
Rise which sparked the Ridge Law
Controversy. “'It has  supplied 70
Jjobs for Avery County and put more
on the tax hooks than the whole
county was worth 20 years ago.”
Lacey said.

The majority of those present for
the hearing argued for greater
control by local officials of high rise
constructions in this county.

dhr Ashewitie Uitigen, Thkesday, &

eject
in

By BOBSCOYT©

FRANKLIN ACo
County Board of -Commissioners

fatled to adopl a proposed mountsin

ridge protection srdinance during a
heated session Wednesday, automati-
cally opting for the state’s vidge law
that goes into effect Jan:. 1.

‘The county ordinance had heen.
presented for 4 second reading at the -

commissioner's mid-month rmheeting
when Commissioners C.E. “Shorty”
Mason and Turner DeHart raised

guestions after several citizens ap- -
peared. before the hoard to urgé the -
comrnissioners to drop the county or-

dinance in favor of the state law.
 The” county ordinance would
have regulated, but not prevented,
the construction of high-rise strue-
tures on ridges after a builder meti
county mandated criteria for public
health, welfare and safety.

County Attorney R.S. Jones said
the county ordinance was hased on:a

maodel ordinance furnished by the In-

stitute of Government at Chapel Hill
and the state Department of Natural
Resources and Community Develop-
ment. S
' Mason said. the county ordi-
nance was not as effective as the
state’s law, “More people in Macon
County are in favor of the state’s
Mountain Ridge Protection Law.”
Mason said that practically all

the people who had contacted him in
past weeks had asked him to opt for’
thestatelaw. - ‘

“1 balieve we've got 1o represent

-~ the people,” Mason said. .

Y Milles Gregory,-a counly com-
raissioner-and president of the North
‘Carolina Asszociation of Counly Com-
missioners, took issue with Mason.
(regory has heen en record opposing
the state law.

Macon Commissio

idge-Law D

— The ‘Macon”

1 State Measure

HACTS

7

hrdinance
ebhate

To Govern
Graham Ridges

ROBBINSVILLE -
Graham Counly commisioners
fook no action on a county ridge
protection ordinance following
a public hearing Wednesday
night. -

: Chairmian Tony Avers said
the commissioners wili allow
the county tc be governed by
the state's vidge law, -which
goes into etfect Jan. 1.

Only one of the eight peo-
ple who attended the hearing
spoke on the ridge law. Avers
said Ralph Crisp, president of
the Grahdm Couniy Chamber
of Commerce, urged the com-
misstoniers to allow the state
law to govern ridge construes f:
tion in the county.

“I'm in favor of keeping local
control. I can visualize al kinds of
technical points that will give leeway
te make adjustments. It's (staie law)
discriminating against people who
own properly over 3,000 feet. I'm for
the ordinance. It gives us-ocal con- -
trol and I'Hl continue to advogate
local control as long as 'm in gov-
ernment,” Gregory said.

Gregory offered a motion for
adoption of the ordinance. Chairman,
Siler Slagle offered a second to the
motion, but it died when Dolen Bates
joinied with Mason and DeHart i op-
pasition 1o the issue.
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x\xh/@émmissi(mers should stick by their guns in

opposing ridge law B R

= -Then to what de-

-or restricted?

. -that in our coun-

' To the Editor:

Part of the rights of individuals are
compared to rights of our society as a

- . - whole in a democracy or arepublic. In
“fact individuals are

teed freg-

dom of -choice.

gree are individuo-
als’ rights. limited -

If we can agree

iry the Constitu-
tion gives
individualg. the £ sk
right of the pur- McMahon
suit of happiness, and does not guar-

- antee an individual’s happiness, then

7" let us eonsider the issue at hand, that
- . is, whether or not the governing hody -

~of Burke County will or will not fur--

ther chip away or erode the founda-
tion of an individual’s: freedom, this

- particular foundation being the rights

of an individual to own land,

What does owning land in our coun- .

try mean as compared to owning land
in a society that is either social or
communist.: Land ownership is one's
rights of using land. In a eommunist
country one’s rights of use are dic-
tated by the government, and free
countries such as England and Swe-
den, rights have eroded to the state
that before one can paint his house, he

maust get permission from an arm of

‘Surry !

By David Givens

the government as to the colors he
may or may not use.

IN AMERICA one owns property.
That is to say Americans own a bun-
dle of rights yielding ownership. The
bundle may or may not include min-
eral rights, water rights, timber
rights, just {o name a few.

Property owners now do not have
the right, nor should they have the
right, to divert water, create erosions
that would contaminate our streams,
create septic systems without appro-
val, burn witheut approval, disturb
more than an acre, unless it's farm-
ing, without approval. The list goes
own, _ .

So you see our government does
control our land. ‘

We need to analyze why the govern-
ment takes these rights away from us.
In most cases, it is for the protection
of the masses. And most of these laws
are good. But let us now consider
aesthetic rights. Can we first agree
that beauty is in the eye of the be-
holder? Should government restrict
or take away a right of ownership

based on the argument of beauty? If -

50, where do you draw the line and at
whose expense?

CONSIDER THESE propositions as

examples:

deurnal Surry County Bureau

DOBSON — The Surry County commissioners
voted yesterday to control the construction of tall
buildings at any elevation in the county. e buildings on mountain ridges higher than 3,000 feet

‘ The new ordinance, approved undnimously, re--
© quires that the*comrmissioners approve detailed
pans for buildings more than 40 feet high. . *

The board also passed an amendment to the
county’s land development policy saying that 13
mountain ridges in Surry over 300 feetihigh “are
worthy of protection and careful development.”

Under the new ordinance, the Surry County Plan-

ning Board must first approve water, sewer and fire

protection plans for tall buildings before making a

- Fecominendation to the commissioners, . . .
The plans must ‘alse detail existing site condi-
tions. adjacent areas and street plans, -
“The ordinance also prohibits any development

. /Al C

county that does nothin
under the state law on Jan. 1.
No one attended a.

I do not like fat-topped house,
Ought to be a law against it. T don’t
like aluminum siding. Ought to be a
law against it. I don’t like trailers,
Ought to be a law against it,

My neighbor. shouldnt have g2
beauty shop in her house. Ought to be
a law against it. My neighbor painted
his whole house yellow, with blue
polka dots. Qught to be a law against
it. My neighbor raises pigs. There
ought to he a law against it. My
neighbor has a wife with blue hair, to
match their blue fence. Ought to be a
law against it. My neighbor has a yard
full of purple concrete figurines.
Ought to be a law against it.

My neighbor wants to build a house
bigger than mine and another neigh-
bor hurt my house's value when he

" built a house smaller- than mine.

Ought to be a Jaw against it. Junk cars
should be outlawed. They’re an eye-
sore. I don’t care if they are another
man’s livelihood. Qught to be a law
against it. Don’t like pool rooms and
liquor stores. Ought to he. a law

against them, too. In short, we can go -

on and on, and now, I hear, don’t like
buildings one foot on someone else’s

it.

_ You: know sormie”peopl Hiive Balgin
my neighbor’s garden is full of wéeds; -

detracts from my lawn, and tht_zre

‘above sea level or more than 500 fect above the
adjacent valley floor. :
- Counties maychoose to enact their own erdinance
controlling development or be left out of the state
law after holding a referendum by May 8. Any
g will awtomatically come

mountain, Ought to be a law against -

“the governinen

WS Jovrahl 12 ’
ontrol Tall B
from harming the natural beauty of the mountains.

The planning board urged the commissioners last
month to adopt a local ordinance before a new state

law takes effect Jan. 1. The state law prohibits tall

: public hearing, required by
law, held before the Surry ordinance was approved, -
In other action at the meeting,
was re-elected board chairman by a 2 to 1 vote.
C.J. Snow and Nancy C. Robertson voted for
Harris. Kermit Draughn voted for Sam Conch. Har-
ris and Couch did not vote,

Fletcher Harris

- ought to be a law against it.

PLEASE UNDERSTAND,]I love the
mountains. Live on one. My neighbor
built a big, three-story house on top of
it. Blocked my view. I don't like it. I

can't stand it. But I don’t believe there-
" should be a law against it. -

The mountains are our home and in
most cases, in our:early history, enly
the poor settled them. The federal
government has .mest of them now,
and don't worry, they aren’t going to
be enjoyed too much close up because
most of the side roads are chained off.
Duke Power, that is Cresent Land and
Timber, owns a lot of the valieys and
hills, And don’t worry, they won’t be
enjoyed much either because they’re
posted, a lot of them.

One of the local newspaper column-
ists recently wrote how he enjoyed
Highi Peak as a boy and walked many
times on the mountain. Now that's

~good. I appreciate the individual land
-owmer that allowed him to do so,-:

without charge of trespass.
But we must remember that noe

matter what we do, there’s a price to

be paid-for it. Now in this case, the
owner paid for it. He paid for the land,
He’s paid taxes on it and he had the

: liability for if. The neighbor uses it
[ w this‘columnist is asking
o Fetain it the way it
was, and again, at the owner's ex-

ee lingd-np

20/83

of serving the papers.

cach deputy on the trip.

pense.

YES, RESTRICTIONSare okay, if
they are placed by the owner when he
selis the rights of ownership because
the new owner never purchased nor
had the rights the restrictions pre-
vented. Remember these things. The

Parthenon was built on ‘a2 hill in .

Greece. Asheville is on a hill. A tower
is own Mount Mitchell. Grandfather
has a swinging bridge. Grandfather
has a tall building. And we've all

heard of Capitel Hill, not to mention .

Chapel Hill. We've heard some say in
New York, you “ean’t,” in Chicago,
you “can’t,” in Charloite,  you
“can't,"” in Greenshoro, you “can't,”

_and now some want to add one more

“can’t” —for Burke County,

I present to you my thoughts with
courage in a decaying time when

some seem to be unknowingly saying, -

“No need to be independent. No need
to be proud. No need to he strong-
willed. No need to be free, The govern-
ment will take care of you.” Shame,
oh shame, oh shame. ' ’
The News Herald reported hearing
8 man say the pig pens should be built
beside commissioners’ homes who

~ voled against a special Burke County
ridge law. To me this. seems. to be a.
desire to punish individugls with-bé- -

liefs different than another’s,
Iunderstand that in some countries

3now was unanimeusly re-elected as the vice
chairman at a meeting earlier this month.
_ The commissioners also heard a propesal from
Surry County Sheriff W.R. “Bill” Hall for an ordi-
nance to require people who file involuntary com-
mitment papers to pay for the transportation costy

Hall said it has cost his department 3240.000 so far
this year to make round trips to John Umstead
Hospital near Durham to deliver Surry paticnts who
are involuntary committed there.

Hali said-depulies have driven 181 people to the
hospital for mental observation this vear, and most
had fo be driven back to Surry in a separate trip.

The proposed ordinance would allow the Sheriff’s

Department to collect expenses from those ahle to
pay at the rate of 24 cents a mile and 37 an hour for

the punishment is death or imprison-
ment. Now this statement makes if
easier for me to reason the two points
of view expressed here. One of the
points being, take a property right
away, and the second peint is, if the
owner refuses, punish him. Now the
two points are quite compatible.

I urge chairman (Jim) Cates to
reconsider and I hope that commis-
sioners Clark, Morgan, Williamson
and Austin will not succumb to har-

. rassment nor be intimidated by some

desiring them to go against their
original opinion and reverse them- -
selves. o T

[ believe these ‘commissioners
should be proud of the action that they
have taken. When I was a commis-
stoner, I asked Mr. Eugene Willard of
The News Herald, about using The
News Herald to assist in opiniorr polls.

‘He said he thought it wouldn’t prove - - .

anything. I want to point this out to
commissioners Clark and Williamson
for whatever it's worth, ~ -~ _ s

In closing I hope the commissioners - °

- will “not take' any -action :that will - *
‘further reduce us to a colony of ants.

My feelings are hest expressed to-
quote, “Don’t tread on:ime.”- Please
attend the commissioners meeting. -
tonight at 7 p.m. at the Human Re-
sources Building to sho: BOpart:

for against, - - T
JERRY McMAHON.
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Dﬁ /L\/ By SUSAN MARSCHALK
e : . Record Staff Writer :

MORGANTON — The Burke County commissionerson
Tuesday reversed their decision of Dec. 6 and voted 3-2 to
adopt a ridge law more stringent than the state law which
will be effective Jan. 1.

Burke became the second Unifour county to enact a
tougher ridge law than that the state version. The
Caldwell County commissioners.adopted an ordinance
Monday night, 2 L
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: DOILA 8y CLARKE MORRISON
Record Staff Writer

LENQIR — The Caldwell County commissioners Mon-

day night unanimously adopted an ordi v nce regulating -

construction on mountain tops.

The action toughens the state Ridge Law, which
prohibits structures 40 feet or taller on ridges higherthan
3.000 feet and more than 500 feet above an adjacent valley
ficor.

The ordinance, which takes effect Jan. 1, drops the
3,000-foot requirement, allowing the county te prohibit
buildings 40 feet or taller on any ridge more than 500 fest
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Oiher Burke Cemruission Stories, Page 34,

The state law prohibits buildings more than 40 feet tail
on ridges higher than 3,000 feet and rising 500 feet above
an adjacent valley floor. It was drafted in response to
objections to a 10-story condominivm on Little Sugar
Mountain in Avery County,

The Burke County law drops.the 3,000-foot elevation
requirement and limits to 40 feet in height any building on

Another Caldwell Commission Story, Page 3A.

ahove an adjacent valley floor. .

The county Planning Liepartment will he respr=inla
for enforcing the ordinance. . ] .

The ordinance will reguiate about 24 meuntains and
ridges. including Hibriten Mountain near [enoir, the
Brushy Mocuntains in eastern Caldwell County and north-
ern ridges in the Globe and Wilson Creek areas.

The state’s 24 mountain counties have until Jan. 1 to
make the-Ridge Law more stringent with a local or-

Wempswan e m o emem o cdae

a ridge rising 500 feet or more above-a valley floor.

The Burke commissioners voted 4-1 on Dec. 6 to take
no action on the state ridge law, which will be effective
Jan. 1. Chairman James B. Cates cast the dissenting vote.

- The ridge law question, revived by Commissioner.
George B. Clark, was among several unresolved con-
troversial issues scheduled for consideration Tuesday.

Those issues. attracted a crowd who filted the com-
missioners’ board room at the Human Resources Center
and spilled over into the adjoining lobby. I

dinance. .

Monday night’s action followed a publié hearing at

which no opposition to a local ordinance was expressed.
Severa’ county residents spoke in favor of its adoption.
“{ want the commission to make sure our ridges
around here more than 500 feet high never have any 10-
story buildings on them,” said Henry McFadyen of
Loenair. ) .
McFadyen was referring to controversial construction
of a 10-story condominium atop Little Sugar Mountain in
Avery County, which is credited with spurring the passage
of the state Ridge Law. - :

- O W A e
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'Commissio.n'ér George B. Clark said he made the

- motion to reconsider the ridge law because of numerous

telephone cails in support of more stringent county
regulations. : :

Burke- County’s ridge law will affect High Peak,

Mineral Springs and Burkemont mountains, in addition to
the South Mountains.

* Board recommendation or approving a referendum to.
-decide if the county should be covered by the law at-all.

W

The county Planning Board recohmeﬁ@ed m Qctober

that the commissioners drop the state’s 3,000-féot eleva-

tion requirément.. e - o o o
Opticns in the matter included upholdig the Planning

Clark and Commissioner Bob E. Williamson voted with
Cates to adopt the tougher law after speeches by propo-
nents and opponents. | S

» Commissioners Carroll W. Austin. and Ernest -M.

lvg3rgan again voted against a county ridge law.
Several property owners opposing the issue called for
Williamson's resignaticn after the vote and charged that

the commissioners did not represent the interests of

county taxpayers. . : .
No opposttion to Caldwell County's adoptiosi-of a local
ordinance was expressed at Monday’s.meeting of ‘the
county commissioners. - - .
© Louise P..Morgan, chairwoman of the.Burke: County

in jeopardy." B el
Placing structures more than 40 feet high on the ridges

can be controlled through building permits-that require-

certain water and sewer availability; she said.
She said many of the “‘ballots" in favor of reconsider-

L AT TN e Je sl ke

reflected

. “It(the ‘condominium) looks-like a nuclear power
plant,” said Fred D. Pike of Lénoir. *“It's the most awfyl

looking thing ['ve eves.seen in my Teo il would he -

reprehensible. for something like that to happen in this
county.” N . o

"*We are very proud of the natural beauty of this part
of the world,” said Alex G. Bernhardt of Lenoir. “*I think
it’s the duty and privilege of everyone of us to try to
preserve the beauty of what we have here. Once you tear

up that landscape it won't come back to the way it is

‘today.” e . :
The resolution which authorizes the ordinance states
that: . :

- Supplying water and disposing of sewage from large

buildings on mountain tops could pollute the water supply

. of people at lower elevations,

— Providing fire protection to such areas would be
difficult because of the lack of water supply... -

— Tall buildings on ridges “detract from the natural
beauty of the mountains” and are a hazard fo air
navigation. :

‘The Burke County commissioners voted earlier this

month not to adopt a local ordinance to regulate construc-
tion on peaks lower than 3,000 feet.

ing the law turned in at The News Herald office last week
the wishes of “onlockers” who . do not cwn

Nl e e W bt e PR R e e ol e e ey

property. : o

**It is my right to wish somebody would do what I want, -
but there is a difference between (that and) dictating"' the
use of property, Mrs. Morgan said.

The county received by mail 85 opinions in favor of
reconsidering the measure and 21 against. The mail-in
comnents were in response to News Herald publication
of ““ballots” to be filled in by county residents.

A box at The News Herald office yielded 136 cpinions
that the law should be reviewed again and no “‘votes”,
-against reconsideration.

Morgan objected to *‘ballots’ prinied in the Morganton
newspaper for responders to fill out. He 3aid there is

“*nothing Democratic at all”” about the process,

Attorney Robert Gage of Morganton spoke in favor of
-the tougher law. "1t is a very tall house, jndeed, that would
exceed 40 feet,”” he said. : .

In response to a question -from Williamson, “Mrs.

. Morgan would not reveal how many property owners she .

Property Owners and Taxpayers Association; §aid she has | ‘ ' '

~ received a number of calls from cotnty property owners
concerned that their “‘rights to utilize their property are’

represented.
Cates, Clark and Willifithgon said a-majority of the -
telephonie calls' they received asked that the issue be

"reconsidered.

Williamson said he is.*‘disappointed in the people of |
Burke County” for not contributing more input before the -
Dec. 6 vote, ’ .

After the vote; Morgan said, “Step by step, the concept
of democracy is eroding, and:you fellows (Cates,

Williamson,. Clark) have eroded it tonight.”

i

However, county officials say the matter will be
brought back before the commission for consideration
tonight. .

Agvery County commissioners passed the Avery Coupty
Mountain Ridge Protection ordinance prohibiting build-
ings taller than 40 feet or three stories on ridge tops. The
board also adopted a companion erdinance prohibiting tall |
buildings in valleys, except in special cases. :

The Watauga County cornmissioners adopted an or-
dinance prohibiting the construction of any structure over *
40 feet in April, prior to passage of the state Jaw.

Wilkes County officials also are reportedly considering -
passage of an ordinance. . o

Alexander County officials have not taken any action
concerning the Ridge Law.
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. By STEPHEN HARRIS
News Herald Staff Wrifer | ||,

~ Béfore a.crowd of aver 100 that bcjw-
ed into the Jobhy, Burke:County com-

missicners reversed an earlier dei tision

_ Tuesday night. i e
‘During al verbal exéhange';i‘th;;t
sometimes became acrimonious ibet-

and‘adopted a county. rj(j?g:e _7

ween ridge ordinance opponents;and -
.. proponent conumissioners, the county.
board voted 3-2 for the'ordinance. Com-..

missioners. George Clark and |Bob
Williamson changed their earlier; Dec.

Sl

- Morgant

- “'changed ‘heated,-words with: Louisé"

i

4

6. votes and joined with fellow
Democrat Jim Cates to adopt the
measure. : '
The action came during a commis-.
sioners.meeting in Morganton.

During the debate,  Williamson ex-
Morgan, spokeswoman for opponents;

and her husband, opponent Commis-
sioner Ernest-Morgan; ..

.. Morgan and Commigsioner-. Carroll

Austin voted against the proposal.
After the vote, Morgan compared the
action to that of Nazi Germany.

Morgan and Will
ed charges of w
terests before Chairman Chtes fecess-
ed the meeting to bremk up the

argument. - |

pn, Dece

r

iamson th eu'é}dchang{

orking forf spegial in- |

IE i

. -Some dis'sappfoihted \Dpﬂion_égti;"enf'
-couraged to dftent the meeling ¢ _
- radio ads aired Monday and T\ esday,

ugh

tried to continue!speaking.!* Yot damn

bunch on that side of theiroom (pro::

ponents) won't get electednextjtime;’!
one opponent shouted. | i B

. The new coun

hibit any new b

© A

ty ordinarice will pro-

uilding higher that 40
1 o 1 ’

s SN

i
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“feet on & mountain ridge that is 500 feet
measute  preempls a similar-state.
~Tidge law.that will take effect Jan. 1.
The state ridge 4w lists an elevation

Hetause of the elévation fequirement,
-thestate law did riot apply.to the higher

t ’e-’bpuhty'ordiqurpce will,

hjatpréfSented Thesday night. =~
{Before the vate, County Manager
eJ}m Haynes g_'axie the results of

o ;‘ I g

A

froin the surrounding valiey floor. The -

‘higimum of 3,000 fect above sea level.
‘proposal
elevations of the:South Mountains, but . '
+ L A copy of the eounty ordinance was

-~ called them **coupons .” :

“That is pothing democratic,” Mergan .
-said. “You can't expect anything but

ewspaper ballots on the issue publish-
ed at the request of Clark last week.
The results were 266 for a stronger
ridge ordinance and 21 against.

..,Clark ‘asked The News Herzld to

- publish a ballot for respondents to list

their opinion on the ridge ordinance

-Morgan immediately discounted the -

results, and he objected to calling the
newspaper clippings “‘ballots.” Austin

Clark said he was convinced by con-

cerns abhout erosion from mounta intop
building and fire protection, water angd
sewage  disposal. problems. siich
building might cause. He said. such
development is costing taxpayers’
dollars in Marion in clean-up costs.
~Mrs. Morgan,. head of the Burke
County Property Owners and.Tax-
bayers Assocciation, which sponsored
the radic ads, earlier was' the

" spokeswoman for the opponents. She

cited the coneerns of property owners,
and called the non-property owners
backing the measure “onlookers.”
“The property you are vearning to
.control,” she said, “'is owned.by . in-
dividuals. It is not government propes-
ty. ltis all too casy for a non-property
ovner to control what somebody else
awns. ' o
She gave commissioners copies of a
controversial 1979 proposed subdivision
ordinance, -and calle# the ridge pro-
posal the forerunner of other suchzon-
ing actions., : :

Ve

: Crhis :;:é:"whaii happens wheén an
24 elected government takes & dietatorial

posture toward its citizens,” she said.

.- "I don’t believe you have the right to

tel! a'property owner ... that they don’t
have the right to do what they want
with their property.” :

Proponent Robert Gage, speaking for
the other side, said the county or-
dinance would not affect homes; buf on-
ly highrise structures such*as the
10-story condominium atop Littlé Sugar
Mountain which promipted the state
ridge, law. '

"The beauty of Burke County is weli-
known throughout the state and
throughout the country,” he said. “The
trade-off is very minimal.” -

Gage, a Morganton attorney, com-
pared the county’s responsibility {o the
land to the caretaker role of Adam and
Fve in the Bible. '

Mdrgan.responded by reading a let-
ter from former fellow Repubtican

% Please turn to page 10A

Tougher ridge law approved

* From page one -

county Cormnmissioner Jerry MeMahon

* that was published in The News Herald

Tuesday. The letter argued against the
ridgre law proposal.

Williamson said neither Cates nor
The News Herald caused him to change
his mind, but rather the public support
of the proposal.

He then asked Mrs. Mergan, “Why
did people start calling you and not us
(commissioners)? -

During Mrs. Morgan's plea, Clark
stumbled from his chair. Clark reach-
ed the meeting 20 minutes late, arriy-
ing from a two-day out-of-state
business trip. “‘Louise, you put me {o
sleep,” he joked.

The embarrassment iater caused
Williamson. noting Clark's three and
one-half hour drive from Tennessee to
reach the meeting, to tell the audience,
“If any of you think he (Clark) is intox-

fcated, will you please rule it out.”

Williamson’s remark did not deter an
opponents to later yell out, “drunk,
drunk.” S .

Williamson then repeated his eall for
Mrs, Morgan to disclose how many
members the Tazpayers Association
has.

“Mr. Williarmson,” she replied, *“Tam
not here to argue with you and make a
show.”

The commissioner said he en-
countered overwhelming public sup-
port for the measure.

He also said he was disappointed the
public did not speak on the issue prior
to the earlier, Dec. 6 vote.

Morgan responded that Williamson
was controlled by “‘a special interest
group.”

“Mr. Morgan, you are & member of
one of these special interests,” William-
son replied.

The remark caused Cates to hurried-
ly recess the meeting.

IS R . -

this from them (the neivspapé_f)'. itis
not a vote.” T
Commissioner Carroll Austin Iater

proposed holding a referendum on the

issue during the May 8 primary.elec-

tion. But his proposal did not pick iip

support. T
"*A-few dozen people show up'and'a

few dozen coupons do not impress me

a bit,” Austin said. Lo
The state ridge law allows for such
a referendum; but only on éxeinpling

a county from the ridge law altogether. -

Clark defended the newspaper effort
and his changed vote. L

“The majority of the peoplé chang-
ed my mind,” he said. “I had been ap-
proached to do something. I have no
had any pressure put on me.” i
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