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LARKE MORR
Record Staff Writer

LEMCIR - The Caldwell County

commissioners en Thursday set a
public hearing for Dec. 19 on the
possible adoption of a local ordinance
regulating construction on mountain
tops. ‘
The commissioners decided Mon-
day not to adopt a tougher version of
the state Ridge Law approved by this
year's General Assembly.

The state law prohibits structures
40 feet or taller on ridges higher than
3,000 feet and more than 500 feet
above an adjacent valley floor.

However, at a district meeting of
the N.C. Association of County Com-
missioners on Tuesday, com-
miissioners learned it may be ad-
visable to exercise their option to
make the law more stringent.

By law, that must be done by Jan.
1.

The Caldwell commissioners are
considering the option of dropping the
3,000-foot elevation requirement, al-
lowing the county to regulate con-
struction on any ridge more than 500
feet above an adjacent valley floor.

Officials of the Association of
County Commissioners “advised us
that counties should limit this most
definitely and come up with some
kind of ordinance to protect our coun-
ty,"" commission Chairman Alden E.
Starnes said Thursday.

However, commissioners R. Don-
nie Goodale and Kenneth R. Moore
guestioned whether such a local or-
dinance could be enforced.

"I don't think it can be enforced
anyway," Goodale said.

“I'm certainly willing to discuss
the issue,” Moore said. "“But I think
we need to be very careful with i,

"For the future of Caldwell County.
it's a good idea (adoption of a lceal
ordinance),” said Commissioner Jer-
ry N. Brooks. .

“Mobody knows what's going to
happen if somebody takes us to'court
over this,” Starnes said. ““It’s a com-
plex issue. Mo law is the law until.it's
tried in court.”

County Planner Barry Warren said
that if the law was questioned in
court, it is the constitutionality of the
state Ridge Law — not a local or-
dinance — which' would be
challenged.

With the Jan. 1 deadline  ap-

See Caldwell, Page 10A
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