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By DAN WARD -
Regional Editor - R :

New Year's Day, symbolic of new beginnings,
will aiso signal the end of unregulated development of
North Carolina’s mountains. :

Eleven county governments, by not passing local
ridge construction ordinances or acting to exempt
themselves from such regulations, have adopted a
state ridge law epacted July 5. Cilizens in only one
county, Cherokee, will vote on whether to opt out of
the law, which prohibits construction of buildings
taller than 40 feet atop ridges at least 500-feet above
the adjacent valley and 3,000 feet or more in elevation,

localized versipns of the gtate law based onr a. odel”
crealed by state planners. < % ﬁ». pi s ¥

drew barely a whimper, despite the emotional debate
- that surrounded creation of the tidge law last spring.”

‘body “understoed it well® said ‘state Sen. R.P, “Bo”
Thomas, {ather of the ridge bill that the finished law
most resernbles. “T think we got a good law — I think
we gol 4 lough law.

- “Some people have strange feelings aboyt impos-

'{ - ing any discipline on anyone else's property,” he said

“Any politicians up for election soon will find there
are more people in favor of protecting the
environment and keeping out speculators®

‘Successful speculators crealing wha! Thomas
-calls “Avery County's abornination” swayed public

*  Sugar Top Condominiums, a 10-story tower of
concrete and m_uma»»ob

EE S

Says

" DAMASCUS; Syria (AP) — USS. Navy airman Rob- .
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: Avery Counly, last winter becime ridge law adve-
- cates’ symbol of development run amok.

*'Columbia, S.C., had announced. .

-+ Tweive olher - county- governments approved
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Western North Carolina Tomorrow was the first
. group to propose a slate ban on ridge-top high-rises, a
cry that was taken up by environmental groups and -
Weslern North Carolina legislators, , h
“Ironically, apartments in the 240-unit Sugar Top

~ complex presold duicker than expected and at a-
higher price than the developers, U.5. Capital Corp. of
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.. “We're nol bitter about it (the ridge law move-
ment),” said Don Tomlin, president of U.S. Capital . - : .
?,Mgwé.,‘.Ey.m.mcg.‘.,..”.moocs perceive value where ; [ Haywood .
g thereisonly onet . o pod Cud T E el
ER ..__,.,?ﬁmﬂ.wamw”mﬁ.. as expected, followedthrough E._Em., ] -
the toughest local controls before the Jan. 1 deadline,: Jocksom .
The county ridge ordinance ris .based -on. a.model’ Macon - !

- with the N.C. Association of County Commissioners, -

League of Municipalities and the Institute of Govern-:

- ment at Chapel Hill Avery's commissioners passeda :

Companion ordinance, however, prohibiting high-rise

construclion anywhere else in the county without ap-
proval from governing boards. :

*There were many people who felt ke If we a}

lowed this (hugh-nses), & would do away with the res-

kook at skyscrapers,” said Charles YoaCason, Avery
- Many others, like Cherokee County Manager aad
. Commizsion Chatrman John Boring, say nobody., espe-
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— Continued From Page One
cially state or federal government,
should dictate what sort of ‘building
Someone may do on his own land,
“We've got some ant here that
think that property rights are sa-
cred,” said Boring, one of two corm-
missioners who voted to hold a refer-
endum May 8 on whether to opt out
of the law. “I logk up on the top of the
ridge from my carport and see
where a man put up two of those TV

. dishes. It doesn't bother me at all”

He said he sees the ridge law as
meddling by politiciang who have
less of a stake than pProperty owners.

“I think they ought to pass a
Piedmont law,” he said wryly. “You
Bo to Charlotte, you can't even tell
what time it is (without a watch)

n, "cause of all the tal] build

But aesthetic
only the visible
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and all alternati
dress fire safety,
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planner for the Department of
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Counties -Seeking local control
Lo review it based on those five
ia,” Lang said. Local Bovern-
5 were allowed to amend the
on of a ridge to drop the 3,000-
uirement, as did
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Transylvania, Hen,
Ashe, Alleghany,
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The nature of the gy s i
ages local moﬁ.naalfi
their own controls, Dempite fhet g |
of the 24 affected Counties Qe
allow the State ban to akealiuet, - W

“I think one of the regsons iy
that several of the Causking,
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comfortable enforcing the g
hance,” Lang said, even though “sp §

" state is not going to enforee it (O

State ridge law) — the enforcement
that takes place will be local™ | Ny
The advaniage in accepling e B
state law is that the county does net
have to set up procedures to review
and set standards for construction ~ §
it simply denies building permits ty
those upits viglating the law, ,
“It's going to vary from county
to county how zctive they are going
Lo be in enforcing it,” Lang said. -
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the old grouse €gg out here in the
wild woods and they're ‘Speckled.
They're richer than a hen egg and
the yolk in themn is almost orange. “
“Now, when it comes t¢ gather- |
ing your Buinea eggs, it's not easy.
They won't lay in confinement, only
when they're free to roam. And un-
like many wild birds that produce
only one clutch a year, guinea hens §
lay continuously from May untii cold ¥
weather sets in. m N
“But they don’t lay in a:fashion
that’s favorable to the fellow wha
raises ‘em. They hide their nests in-
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